
 

 
 
 

Pastoral Reflection 
 
 
Once upon a time, perhaps not too long ago, there was 
a young woman who moved to Hopkins, Michigan.  Let’s 
call her Sally, and imagine that Sally is a single mom, 
recently divorced, and that she came to Hopkins 
because of our good schools and our warm community. 
She doesn’t really know anyone in the village, and her 
family isn’t close by. 
 
She wants what we all want: connection with other 
people, a place to belong, and a way to participate in 
something that gives her life meaning and purpose. She 
is, in other words, hungry for God and for a community 
of people who seek God. 
 
But she a problem, or a couple if we’re honest. It’s been 
a long time since she’s been to church, and she isn’t 
sure how it works. Can she just show up one Sunday? 
What about her kids?  
 
She’s also worried about how she’ll be received.  What 
will they say when they figure out she’s divorced? Will 
they judge her for not going to church all these years? 
 
Mostly though, she’s worried about how hard it is to 
find a connection with other people and with God. 
Those things are so important, but they take time and 
energy, and she doesn’t have much of either. Is it even 
worth it? 
 
With all these worries in her heart, she goes through 
her days, dropping off and picking up her kids at school, 
and going to work. She gets to know a few folks in 
Hopkins, mostly connected to the school, including 
Henry. Henry volunteers as a baseball coach at the 
school, and has been attending Hopkins UMC for many 
years.  
 
One day after practice, Henry comes over to Sally, and 
invites her to church.  
 

 
 
“I’ve been thinking about your family,” he says, “and I 
know you are looking for a place where people can 
really know you, and where your kids will feel at home.” 
And then Henry tells a story, a story about how he and 
his wife were isolated when they first moved to 
Hopkins, and how anxious they were about finding a 
church home since they were divorced and re-married. 
 
“So I get it” he says. “Going to church can be 
intimidating. But if you’d like to visit one Sunday, I’d 
love for you and your kids to sit with us, and we’ll be 
right by your side during the service.” 
 
Sally tells Henry thanks, and that she’ll think about it. 
Later that night, she takes a look at our website and our 
Facebook page. She finds out when and where we 
worship, and even a FAQ for first time visitors. “We 
want you to feel at home” the website says, and she 
thinks about Henry’s story of how he had been 
accepted at this church.  
 
The next day, she sees Henry in the pick-up line, and 
says “Okay, we’ll come!” Henry smiles, hands Sally a 
card with information about the time and location, and 
says “That’s great! We’ll meet you before the service 
starts and save you a seat next to us!” 
 
What happens next? Stay tuned for more stories about 
how to invite people to join our church community! 
 
In Christ, 
Andrew+ 
 

Andrew’s Office Hours & Contact Information 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 9-5 and Wednesday 9-5 

  Other days by appointment. 
 

Phone Calls or Text:  (919) 259-4681  
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HOLIDAY BASKETS 

The Hopkins Community Food Pantry will be passing out 

Holiday Food Baskets again this year.  Below are the lists of 

needed items, deadlines for donations and dates  

for distribution.   

 
Thanksgiving Basket     
Instant Stuffing (box)                Instant Potatoes                                 
Turkey Gravy                        Canned Green beans                         
Canned Corn           Red Jello            Canned fruit 
Perishable Items 
Frozen turkey (10-12 lbs.)                               Butter                       
Frozen Pie               Refrigerator rolls                 Milk                                                                                     
*All donations are due at HUM Hall by Sunday Nov. 11 
at 5:00  
*Thanksgiving baskets will be handed out on Monday, 
Nov. 19th 4:00-6:00 
                                                    
Christmas Basket List                              
Instant scalloped potatoes  
Canned whole corn                               
Macaroni and cheese          
Canned carrots                    Applesauce            Syrup                                        
Pancake mix                                  Cake mix and frosting 
Perishable Items                                  
Ham               Eggs                 Milk                       Butter                                                       
Frozen Orange Juice                          Refrigerator rolls                                                                                               
*All donations are due to HUM Hall by Sunday, Dec. 9th 
at 5:00 
*Baskets will be handed out on Thursday, Dec.20th 
4:00-6:00 

Monetary donation are also accepted to purchase 
items not donated. 

 

 

 

 

Mailboxes at Hopkins UMC 
We are working on setting up mailboxes for 

the people who attend HUMC.   

Mailboxes will provide a place for us to 

deliver cards and other information that we’d 

like to share with our church family.   

The hope is that you will check your mailbox 

every time you are in church. 

If needed, mailboxes will be cleaned out by 

Mitzi or Mike.  We’ll only do that if/when the 

box becomes too full to add more material. 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 19th    6:30pm 

Refreshments following the service. 

 

 

The Holiday season is hard for those whose hearts are 
hurting. You are not alone. 
Our Blue Christmas Service is a gentle, contemplative 
service for those who are carrying pain or loss during 
this season of celebration. Our hope is that you might 
find hope and comfort knowing you are not in the 
darkness alone. Please invite all who might find 
comfort in being with us. 
 

 

 
Christmas Program 

We will have a joint service on  
Sunday, December 23rd.   

We will gather at Hopkins 
at 10:00. 

Watch future bulletins and  
emails for more information. 

 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
               There will be an 11:00pm service  

                 at HUMC on Christmas Eve. 
          This is always a beautiful way to  
                  welcome Christmas Day. 

                Invite your friends. 
 

 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR CHILDREN 
AT HOPKINS UMC 

Children’s Choir or Children’s Church 
Kids 4 years old – 3rd grade are invited to 

participate in Children’s Choir on the 4th Sunday of 
each month.   

Children’s Church will be available the other 
Sundays of the month.  

  
3 year olds and younger, along with their parent(s) 

are invited to be in Grace Space for the whole 
service. There are many quiet toys for children to 

play with. 
 

Nursery is an option for those too young to 
participate in Children’s Church. 

 
Pew Packs are available at the top of the church 
stairs.  They are available for all children.  At the 

end of worship, please remove any papers that your 
child(ren) work on, tidy up the supplies in the bag 

then return the bag to the rack. 

 
CHICAGO HERE WE COME!! 

Saturday, November 17, 2018 

Registration is still open.  The cost is $45 

per person. Your registration form and 

payment are due in order to guarantee your 

spot on the bus. Registration forms are 

available at both churches.   

Remember, once we’re in Chicago you are on 

your own to choose what you want to do.  It 

would be a good idea to have a plan in mind 

BEFORE we get there.   

It’s going to be a fun day in the windy city! 

 

 
December 

2nd Dick & Judy Weick 

5th Jim & Bert Tew 

12th Todd & Karen Collier 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Kirstin Heft for spending lots of 

time cleaning and planting in the garden space 

between the buildings.  It looks wonderful. 
 

Thank you to everyone who is part of the mentor 
program at Hopkins Elementary.

   
 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to 

help with our Children’s Ministry.  (If you are 

willing to help with Children’s Church and/or 

Nursery, talk to Mandi Edgell.) 

 
Bert Tew – Thank you for spending so much time 
getting ready for Adult Sunday School.   

 
Meals & Missions was a success.  Thank you 

to everyone for your help.  
 

Margaret Myers – Thank you for hosting the 

final “Table Talk”.  We appreciate your 

willingness to share your home. 
 

Thank you to Merle for installing the motion 

sensor light switches in the bathrooms. 

 
November  Birthdays 

1st  Rick Mack Sr.  9th Carl Collier 

4th Isaiah Brooks   

 Lilly DeVries 

 

December Birthdays 
3rd Mary Lou Brennan 26th  Holly DeVries 

13th Jennifer Teed  27th  Sandy Ringler 

20th Megan Teed  29th Melanie 

     Velderman  

 



HUMC IS TRYING SOMETHING NEW 

As we were looking at dates for the November and 

December Hopkins Ad Council meetings, it became 

clear that the next 2 months wouldn't allow for our 

usual schedule.  With that in mind, we got 

creative.  We understand that this probably won’t 

work for everyone.  Please join us if you can.   

 

Here's the plan: 

 

Monday, November 12th 

5:00 - UMW meeting* 

6:00 - Trustees AND dinner for those who want to 

 stay (Alys is providing dinner.) 

 

Monday, December 10th 

5:00 - UMW meeting* 

6:00 - Trustees AND dinner  

6:30 - Hopkins Ad Council. 

In January we plan to set up dates for 2019. 

 

ROAST PORK DINNER 
Friday, November 30th 

5-7pm 
We are planning a Roast Pork Dinner.  The meal will 
include pork, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy, 
vegetable, cole slaw, apple sauce, corn muffins, 
rolls and dessert. The proceeds of this meal will be 
sent to UMCOR for hurricane relief.  You can help 
by: 

1) Signing up to help prepare and serve the 
meal.  The sign-up sheet is in HUM Hall. 

2) Telling your friends about the meal. 
3) If you are on Facebook, please share the 

event when it shows up on your page. 
4) Offer to hang a poster in your favorite 

grocery store, at your doctor’s office, 
where you work, etc.   

We’ll need your help.  Watch weekly bulletins and 
emails for more information.     

 
HUM HALL TILE INSTALLATION 

HUM Hall is getting new ceiling tiles.  

We will be setting up a day for installation  

We will need some help.   

If you are willing to help, please tell  

Jim Ringler.  He will be sure you are aware of  

the installation date.   

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR  

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

 
November 
11th 5:00pm  Thanksgiving Food Basket      

    donations due. 

12th   9:00  Veteran’s Assembly at Hopkins HS 

      5:00  UMW Meeting 

      6:00  Hopkins Trustees and dinner 

       6:30  Hopkins Ad Council Mtg. 

17th Bus Trip to Chicago 

19th 4-6pm  Food Baskets distributed 

22nd   Thanksgiving Day 

30th  Roast Turkey Dinner 

  

December 
2nd Move furniture out of HUM Hall 

3rd HUM Hall carpet cleaned 

 Community Christmas Concert at Hopkins 

 Community Reformed Church. 

 Ladies Rejoice is singing. 

9th  5:00  Christmas Food Basket donations due 

10th 5:00  UMW Meeting 

      6:00  Hopkins Trustees and dinner 

       6:30  Hopkins Ad Council Mtg. 

19th 6:30  Blue Christmas Service 

20th 4-6pm  Food Baskets distributed 

23rd 10:00  JOINT SERVICE AT HOPKINS 

 Christmas Program 

24th 11:00pm  Christmas Eve Service 

25th Christmas Day 

 

As we learn about more Thanksgiving and 

Christmas events, they will be shared in the 

bulletin.  You can also check the church office 

door.  You will see event posters there. 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
We continue to serve lunches at 12 on 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

Game playing starts at 11. 

Everyone is welcome to come to lunch. 

They do appreciate a reservation. 

Cost of the meal is a recommended 

donation of $2. 

Want to know what’s on the menu? 

Contact Mitzi in the church office. 

 
   



Worship Volunteers 
If you are unable to fulfill your “assignment”, please trade dates.  

Let Mitzi know and she will make the change in the bulletin. 
NOVEMBER 

November Ushers H – Tadd Heft, Ken Herrema,  

    & Vern Kraft 

   SM – Paul Collier & Jim Thomas 

November Greeters H – Vern Kraft & Bert Tew 

Audio/Visual   H – Dawn & Amelia Green 

 

November 4th 

Coffee Fellowship H – Mary Howard & Bert Tew 

   SM- Don & Judy Collier 

Liturgist  H - Mitzi Crowe 

   SM – Jim Thomas 

Communion Helper Sandy Ringler 

Children’s Message Pastor Andrew 

Nursery   Mandi Edgell  

Greeters  SM – Jim & Phyllis Thomas 

 

November 11th 

Coffee Fellowship H –Mitzi Crowe & Marge Punches 

   SM- Earl & Linda Burton Collier 

Liturgist  H –Mandi Edgell 

   SM – Linda Burton Collier 

Children’s Message Linda Burton-Collier 

Nursery   Jaron Horton 

Greeters  SM – Carl Collier 

   

November 18th 

Coffee Fellowship H –Ken & Mary Herrema 

   SM- Paul Collier 

Liturgist  H – Jaron Horton 

   SM – Don Collier 

Children’s Message Mitzi Crowe 

Nursery   Joyce Horton 

Greeters  SM – Don & Judy Collier 

  

November 25th 

Coffee Fellowship H – Amelia & Dawn Green 

   SM- Todd & Karen Collier 

Liturgist  H – Mary Howard 

   SM – Carl Collier 

Children’s Message Joyce Horton  

Nursery   Marge Punches 

Greeters  SM – Mary Lou Brennan 

 

DECEMBER 

December Ushers H – Jim & Sandy Ringler, 

    Marge Punches 

   SM – Earl Collier & Paul Collier 

December Greeters H – Vern & Judy Kraft 

Audio/Visual  H – Amelia & Dawn Green 

 

December 2nd 

Coffee Fellowship H – Vern & Judy Kraft 

   SM- Jim & Phyllis Thomas 

Dec. 2nd con’t. 

Liturgist  H – Vern Kraft 

   SM – Jim Thomas 

Communion Helper Judy Kraft 

Children’s Message Pastor Andrew 

Nursery   Alys Edgell 

Greeters  SM – Earl & Linda Collier 

 

December 9th 

Coffee Fellowship H – Jim & Sandy Ringler 

   SM- Carl Collier 

Liturgist  H – Joyce Horton 

   SM – Linda Burton-Collier 

Children ‘s Message Mary Howard  

Nursery   Mandi Edgell 

Greeters  SM – Paul Collier 

 

December 16th 

Coffee Fellowship H – Dick & Judy Weick 

   SM- Earl & Linda Collier 

Liturgist  H – Alys Edgell 

   SM – Linda Burton Collier 

Children’s Message Marge Punches 

Nursery   Jaron Horton 

Greeters  SM – Todd &Karen Collier 

 

December 23rd   10:00 JOINT SERVICE AT HOPKINS 

Coffee Fellowship H – A. DeVries & D. Lemmer 

   SM- Jim & Phyllis Thomas 

Liturgist  H – Sandy Ringler 

Children’s Message Alys Edgell 

 

December 30th 

Coffee Fellowship H – Merle & Alys Edgell 

   SM- Todd & Karen Collier 

Liturgist  H – Linda Burton Collier 

   SM – Jim Thomas 

Children’s Message Linda Burton Collier 

Nursery   Marge Punches 

Greeters  SM – Mary Lou Brennan 

 

JANUARY 

January Ushers  H – Bob & Judy Beck,  

    Merle Edgell  

   SM –Trevor Collier & Jim Thomas 

January Greeters H – Marge Punches & Jim Ringler 

Audio/Visual  H – Merle Edgell 

 

January 6th 

Coffee Fellowship H – Lulls & Hortons 

   SM- Jim & Phyllis Thomas 

Liturgist  H – Judy Beck 

   SM – Linda Burton Collier 

Communion Helper Debbie Lemmer  

Children’s Message Pastor Andrew 

Nursery   Alys Edgell 

Greeters  SM – Carl Collier 


