
  

Scripture   &   Sermon   Feb   14,   2021   
Pastor   Kelsey   

Mark   9:2-9   

2    Six   days   later,   Jesus   took   with   him   Peter   and   James   and   John,   and   led   them   up   a   high   
mountain   apart,   by   themselves.   And   he   was   transfigured   before   them,    3    and   his   clothes   
became   dazzling   white,   such   as   no   one   on   earth   could   bleach   them.    4    And   there   
appeared   to   them   Elijah   with   Moses,   who   were   talking   with   Jesus.    5    Then   Peter   said   to   
Jesus,   “Rabbi,   it   is   good   for   us   to   be   here;   let   us   make   three   dwellings,   one   for   you,   one   
for   Moses,   and   one   for   Elijah.”    6    He   did   not   know   what   to   say,   for   they   were   terrified.    7   
Then   a   cloud   overshadowed   them,   and   from   the   cloud   there   came   a   voice,   “This   is   my   
Son,   the   Beloved;   listen   to   him!”    8    Suddenly   when   they   looked   around,   they   saw   no   one   
with   them   any   more,   but   only   Jesus.   

9    As   they   were   coming   down   the   mountain,   he   ordered   them   to   tell   no   one   about   what   
they   had   seen,   until   after   the   Son   of   Man   had   risen   from   the   dead.   

  

Prayer   &   Sermon   
  

Gracious   and   Loving   God,   
Thank   you   for   this   time   to   be   together.   Thank   you   for   this   time   with   you.   Bless   this   time   
we   have   to   spend   with   your   Word.   Help   us   to   hear   what   you   know   we   need   to   hear,   and   
help   us   to   put   what   we   learn   about   you   and   ourselves   into   action.   In   the   name   of   the   
Son   and   Spirit,   Amen.   
  

Today   is   Transfiguration   Sunday.   It   is   a   church   holiday   that   comes   around   once   a   
year,   but   despite   that,   is   probably   one   of   the   least   known   church   holidays.   You   thought   
you   didn’t   know   Epiphany!   But   here   we   are   on   the   day   called   Transfiguration   Sunday.   I   
must   admit,   that   when   I   hear   the   word   Transfiguration,   this   church   holiday   is   not   the   first   
thing   that   comes   to   mind.   But   as   an   avid   Harry   Potter   fan   growing   up,   the   first   thing   that   
comes   to   mind   is   Transfiguration   classes   that   the   Harry   Potter   characters   had   to   take   
with   Professor   McGonagall.   Though   it   seems   silly,   that   connection   is   not   all   bad,   as   in   
that   world,   Transfiguration   is   the   study   of   magically   turning   objects   into   other   things.   

  



  

Buttons   into   beetles,   match   sticks   into   needles   and   the   like.   It’s   a   bit   different   than   the   
transfiguration   that   happens   to   Jesus   in   today’s   passage,   but   understanding   
transfiguration   in   that   sense   has   helped   me   to   understand   the   idea   of   transfiguration   as   
something   or   someone   transforming   or   changing   into   something   new.   That   is   what   this   
passage   tells   us   about,   a   moment   of   changing   in   form   or   appearance.   It   is   these   
changes   that   we   remember   annually   with   Transfiguration   Sunday.     

The   scripture   lays   out   the   transfiguration   story   of   Jesus   pretty   clearly.   The   event   
remembered   is   when   Jesus   goes   up   the   mountain   with   a   select   group   of   Disciples,   
Jesus   is   transfigured   into   wearing   pure   white   clothing   that   symbolizes   his   divinity,   and   
then   favorite   Old   Testament   Prophets   Elijah   and   Moses   show   up   to   have   a   chat   with   
Jesus.   Peter   makes   a   totally   rational,   but   incorrect   offer   to   build   dwellings   or   shrines   for   
the   three   prophets.   And   the   response   is   a   cloud   blowing   in   and   the   voice   of   God   coming   
from   that   cloud,   who   tells   them,   “This   is   my   Son,   the   beloved,   listen   to   him!”   And   poof,   
all   the   others   were   gone   and   it   was   just   the   3   disciples   and   Jesus.   All   this   insane   stuff   
happens,   but   on   their   way   back   down   the   mountain,   Jesus   tells   them   they   shouldn’t   
share   their   experience   until   the   resurrection,   thus   keeping   them   from   sharing   what   they   
learned   about   Jesus   quiet   and   prophesying   the   resurrection.   This   is   the   literal   story   we   
remember   through   this   Sunday,   but   the   greater   message   that   has   made   this   story   
important   to   tell   every   year,   is   that   it   is   a   reminder   to   find   wonder   and   awe   over   the   
revelation   of   the   person   of   God   in   Jesus   Christ.   Which   is   a   few   big   words   to   say,   
celebrate   that   God   came   as   a   human   in   Jesus   Christ,   and   this   is   the   moment   that   Jesus   
made   his   divinity   known   concretely   by   others.     

So,   that   is   what   this   church   holiday   is   all   about,   now   let’s   dig   into   the   scripture   a   
bit   more.   The   changing   of   Jesus’s   clothes   is   what   is   labeled   the   transfiguration   in   the   
text,   but   this   story   gives   layers   of   transfiguration   or   transition   and   transformation.   First,   
this   story,   at   the   beginning   of   chapter   9   in   the   book   of   Mark,   a   book   of   16   chapters,   
marks   the   beginning   of   the   second   half   of   this   Gospel   story.   Beyond   just   the   numbers,   it   
is   this   story   that   marks   the   transition   between   Jesus’s   ministry   in   Galilee,   and   Jesus’s   
journey   toward   Jerusalem,   which   he   knew   and   we   know   how   that   will   end,   as   we   
remember   with   Holy   Week   and   Easter.   It   is   only   2   chapters   later   that   tells   the   story   of   
Palm   Sunday.   So,   really,   this   story   tells   of   the   transfiguration   of   Jesus’s   ministry   being   
focused   on   teaching   to   heading   toward   the   known   end   and   resurrection.   This   story   also   
tells   of   the   transfiguration   of   those   Disciples   who   got   to   come   up   the   mountain   with   
Jesus.   Peter,   James,   and   John,   really   pulled   the   lucky   straws   that   day   and   got   to   
experience   this   magnificent   event   on   the   mountain.   Even   though   they   are   instructed   to   
keep   the   experience   to   themselves   for   the   short   term,   they   are   given   a   command   from   
God   to   listen   to   his   Son   and   share   about   this   experience   after   the   resurrection.   Their   
understanding   of   Jesus   is   transformed   as   they,   who   had   mainly   experienced   a   very   
human,   in   the   flesh,   Jesus,   got   to   get   a   peek   into   the   true   divinity   and   glory   of   who   
Jesus   is   and   had   been   all   along.     

The   last,   but   not   least,   element   of   transfiguration   in   this   story   is   in   who   gets   to   
know   about   Jesus’s   divinity.   I   have   kind   of   addressed   this   already,   but   there   is   more   to   it.   
One   of   the   biggest   connections   that   this   story   makes   to   other   stories   in   the   Gospel   is   the   
major   parallel   to   Jesus’s   Baptism.   We   just   talked   about   Jesus’s   baptism   just   a   month   
ago,   on   January   10,   on   Baptism   of   our   Lord   Sunday.   I   don’t   know   about   you,   but   that   
feels   like   ages   ago   and   I   had   to   remind   myself   what   my   sermon   looked   like   that   week,   



  

and   I   re-remembered   that   that   week   was   the   one   I   shared   with   you   the   collaborative   
sermon   of   the   short   thoughts   of   many   pastors.   Because   of   that   format   and   the   focus   on  
the   practice   of   baptism,   I   didn’t   get   to   dig   into   the   details   of   the   scripture   about   Jesus’s   
baptism.   So,   I   will   pull   out   one   of   the   important   details   to   know   to   understand   the   
connection   to   the   Transfiguration   story.   One   of   the   key   moments   in   Jesus’s   baptism   is   in   
Chapter   1,   verse   10-11:   “10   And   just   as   he   was   coming   up   out   of   the   water,   he   saw   the   
heavens   torn   apart   and   the   Spirit   descending   like   a   dove   on   him.   11   And   a   voice   came   
from   heaven,   “You   are   my   Son,   the   Beloved;   with   you   I   am   well   pleased.””   I   don’t   think   
anyone   in   that   collaborative   sermon   focused   on   this   declaration   and   what   it   implies.   The   
main   things   to   notice   is   that   the   declaration   of   Jesus   as   God’s   Son   is   directed   toward   
Jesus,   “YOU   are   my   Son”   and   before   that   it   says   “HE”   saw   the   heavens   torn   apart.   
Because   of   those   specific   pronouns   we   can   guess   that   it   was   only   Jesus   who   heard   this   
heavenly   message.   This   fits   with   other   themes   and   details   of   the   book   of   Mark   about   
how   Jesus’s   true   identity   is   mostly   kept   a   secret   from   everyone,   even   the   Disciples,   until   
later   in   his   ministry.   This   whole   concept   is   called   the   “Messianic   Secret”   which   I   mainly   
name   drop   here   because   it   just   sounds   cool,   like   something   out   of   Da   Vinci   Code   or   
something,   and   in   case   it   intrigues   any   of   you,   I   can   share   more   about   it   sometime.   
Back   to   the   point.   In   Mark   1,   at   Jesus’s   baptism   God   speaks   to   Jesus   directly,   “You   are  
my   Son,   the   Beloved;   with   you   I   am   well   pleased.”   Here   in   this   transfiguration   story,   that   
secret   is   transitioned   to   be   a   little   more   public   knowledge   as   now   God   speaks   to   the   
three   Disciples   that   accompanied   Jesus,   saying,   “This   is   my   Son,   the   Beloved;   listen   to   
him!”   Now   God   is   sharing   with   those   present,   thought   you   ought   to   know,   “THIS   is   my   
Son,   the   Beloved”   (that   means   he   is   divine   and   for   sure   the   Messiah   you   have   been   
waiting   for.   And   here   is   how   you   should   respond,   “Listen   to   him!”   This   feels   like   a   pretty   
low   bar   as   far   as   a   directed   response   from   God,   I   feel   like   this   should   have   already   been  
a   given,   to   listen   to   what   the   divine   Son   of   God   taught.   I   imagine   in   that   moment   God   
could   have   told   those   Disciples   to   do   about   anything   and   they   would   have   done   it.   But   
all   he   instructs   them   to   do   is   to   listen   to   Jesus.   I   guess,   when   I   think   about   how   often   the   
Disciples   just   didn’t   seem   to   pay   attention   to   what   Jesus   was   doing   and   saying   around   
them,   and   that   Peter   in   particular   had   just   been   called   Satan   by   Jesus   in   the   chapter   
before   because   he   tried   to   convince   Jesus   not   to   go   be   killed,   I   guess   it   doesn’t   seem   
like   all   that   ridiculous   of   a   request   for   these   Disciples.   All   of   that   boils   down   to   give   us   a   
final   element   of   transfiguration   in   this   story,   the   transformation   of   Jesus’s   public   
presence   as   declared   by   God   and   the   commanded   response   by   God.   The   secret   is   
being   let   out   and   that   means   these   Disciples   have   no   excuse   for   not   listening   anymore.     

Now,   I   have   yet   to   talk   about   the   weirdest   part   in   this   passage.   The   surprise   
guest   appearances   of   Moses   and   Elijah.   What   is   that   all   about?   Not   to   make   too   many   
different   pop   culture   references   in   one   sermon,   but   this   appearance   by   them   feels   a   bit   
like   when   the   dead   Jedi   ghosts   show   up   to   talk   to   Luke   Skywalker   in   Star   Wars.   Or   
perhaps   more   like   Star   Trek,   when   they   teleport,   but   in   this   case   it   was   Beam   me   Down,   
God,   instead   of   Beam   me   up,   Scotty.    Alas,   the   passage   does   not   give   us   any   details   as   
to   how   Elijah   and   Moses   showed   up.   Were   they   ghostly   spirits?   Were   they   standing   
there   as   solid   humans?   Were   they   balls   of   light   that   they   just   knew   were   Moses   and   
Elijah?   The   text   does   not   say,   but   I   imagine   any   of   these   are   possible   with   God   behind   
it.   No   matter   how   they   showed   up   or   what   they   looked   like   while   they   were   briefly   there,   
the   fact   that   it   was   these   two   prophets,   is   not   of   little   consequence.   Moses,   Elijah,   and   



  

Jesus   have   a   decent   amount   in   common.   First,   Moses   and   Elijah   were   two   of   the   most   
famous   or   well-considered   prophets   of   the   Hebrew   texts.   There   are   MANY   comparisons   
to   Moses   for   many   other   prophets   and   for   Jesus.   The   book   of   Matthew   is   particularly   
fond   of   describing   Jesus   as   the   new   Moses.   As   for   Elijah,   there   were   prophecies   and   
theories   in   the   time   of   Jesus   that   Elijah   would   come   back   and   would   mark   the   coming   of   
the   Messiah.   Just   before   this   passage,   in   Mark   8,   the   Disciples   say   that   people   say   
Jesus   is   the   reappearance   of   Elijah.   That   said,   on   the   most   basic   level   this   encounter   of   
all   three   of   them   standing   and   talking   together   would   be   the   most   direct   evidence   
shared   to   those   Disciples   that   Jesus   could   not   be   Moses   or   Elijah   through   the   typical   
logic   of   mystery   stories   that   if   they   are   in   the   same   room   together,   then   they   have   to   be   
different   people.   That   settles   the   basic   significance   of   Elijah   and   Moses   showing   up,   but   
that   still   leaves   why.   Why   was   this   rendezvous   needed?   Perhaps   because   Elijah   and   
Moses   had   the   most   similar   experience   to   Jesus’s   on   earth.   Both   of   them   had   mountain   
top   moments   that   were   a   peak   of   their   journey,   but   both   of   those   moments   were   
followed   by   some   of   the   deepest   valleys   as   they   returned   to   rejection   and   persecution.   
Moses   went   up   Mount   Sinai   and   communed   with   God   and   received   the   Ten   
Commandments,   and   then   came   down   to   find   the   Israelites   were   idol   worshiping   the   
Golden   Calf,   had   lost   faith   in   God,   and   then   they   broke   the   Ten   Commandments.   
Following   this   valley,   Moses   saw   no   hope   in   the   Israelite   people   and   told   God   he   didn’t   
want   to   lead   them   anymore.   Elijah   had   an   important   encounter   with   God   on   the   
mountain   and   returned   to   be   persecuted   as   the   final   prophet   left   alive,   being   persecuted   
and   hunted   to   be   killed   himself.   Facing   coming   down   that   mountain   to   those   
circumstances,   Elijah   asked   God   to   just   let   him   die   on   the   mountain.   These   two   
prophets   now   showing   up   to   Jesus   as   Jesus   goes   to   have   a   moment   with   God   
foreshadows   what   will   come   for   Jesus   as   he   descends   the   mountain.   He   will   be   
increasingly   rejected   by   the   leaders   and   persecuted   by   those   threatened   by   his   
influence.     

The   hope   of   these   moments   is   that   both   of   those   prophets   came   back   from   those   
low   moments.   In   those   lowest   moments   of   their   journey,   when   they   were   ready   to   give   
up,   quit,   leave   their   call   from   God   behind,   God   reached   out   and   gave   them   a   rare   God   
sighting.   Moses   got   to   see   God’s   back   and   Elijah   gets   to   see   God   pass   by.   This   moment   
of   contact   reaffirmed   why   they   were   facing   the   challenge   of   leading   God’s   people   and   
reminded   them   who   always   has   their   back   in   that   work,   God.   It   led   them   to   recommit   to   
God’s   plan   for   their   lives.   Perhaps   this   story   of   Jesus’s   transfiguration   is   another   one   of   
those   moments.   Yes,   it   is   a   mountaintop   moment   marking   a   transition   in   Jesus’s   
ministry,   transitioning   from   teaching   to   the   journey   toward   the   end.   It   was   a   mountaintop   
moment   marked   by   an   encounter   with   God,   and   the   last   step   before   inevitable   hardship   
and   challenge.   We   know   from   later   in   Jesus’s   story,   when   this   same   group   of   Disciples   
join   him   in   the   Garden   of   Gethsemane,   that   at   that   point   Jesus   prays   to   God,   asking   
“Abba,   Father,   for   you   all   things   are   possible;   remove   this   cup   from   me.”   Yes,   Divine,   
perfect   Jesus,   had   some   very   human   moments   and   held   trepidation   about   going   forward   
with   his   journey.   It   is   all   too   understandable   that   fully   divine,   fully   human   Jesus   was   a   bit   
nervous   about   what   he   knew   was   to   come.   He   accepted   it   and   would   do   it,   but   when   it   
was   time   to   turn   the   page   into   that   chapter,   when   it   was   time   to   set   his   journey   toward   
Jerusalem   where   he   knew   the   torturous   end   would   come,   he   needed   some   support.   In   
this   moment,   at   the   Transfiguration,   he   needed   to   decide   whether   he   would   go   to   



  

Jerusalem   and   all   that   would   mean   or   not.   So,   here   comes   these   two   prophets   who   
have   been   there,   as   close   as   they   could   have   been   anyway,   to   encourage   him.   We   
know   that   Elijah   did   end   up   going   down   that   mountain   and   continued   to   preach   God’s   
message   to   the   people.   Moses   went   back   down   that   mountain   again   and   started   a   40   
year   journey   through   the   wilderness   with   those   crazy   people   he   couldn’t   imagine   leading   
anymore.   Jesus   needed   these   hype   men   to   encourage   him   that   as   they   made   it   out   of   
the   valley   with   God’s   help,   Jesus   would   face   the   valleys   to   come   for   the   glory   of   God’s   
kingdom.     

This   is   very   good   news   for   us!   We   are   not   alone   when   we   are   feeling   down   and   
out,   when   we   feel   like   we   want   to   throw   in   the   towel   and   quit,   when   we   feel   like   we   have   
spent   every   last   drop   of   energy   we   could   toward   good   work.   When   we   are   burned   out   
and   dried   up,   we   can   remember   that   these   three   “GOATs,”   to   steal   a   term   used   a   lot   this   
week,   “GOAT”   meaning,   “Greatest   of   All   Time.”   These   three   “GOAT”   leaders   of   our   faith   
have   been   there!   We   are   in   good   company   when   we   find   ourselves   in   those   valleys.   
Jesus   experienced   what   it   is   like   to   have   low   moments   in   the   journey   with   God,   to   have   
doubts   or   trepidations   about   what   following   God’s   plan   will   mean.   Jesus   now   shows   up   
for   us   like   Elijah   and   Moses   did   for   him.   Jesus   encourages   us   to   continue   on   the   path,   
even   when   it   may   bring   hardship,   when   it   will   bring   about   God’s   Kingdom   around   us.   
The   story   of   Jesus   at   the   Transfiguration,   and   the   stories   of   Elijah   and   Moses   that   we   
are   reminded   of,   also   tell   us   we   have   more   than   just   good   company   when   we   are   in   
those   valleys.   All   of   their   stories   tell   us   that   in   those   lowest   moments,   God   faithfully   
showed   up   and   encouraged   them   too,   gave   them   the   strength   to   take   the   next   step   and   
persevere   to   continue   their   Kingdom   work.   These   stories   tell   us   that   we   can   trust   that   
God   will   do   the   same   for   us.   In   the   moments   we   are   down   and   out,   when   we   are   burned   
out,   when   we   don’t   know   how   we   will   continue,   God   will   show   up   and   help   us   find   our   
way   down   the   mountain   and   onto   our   next   journey.   We   might   not   experience   God   in   a   
burning   bush   like   Moses   once   did,   or   in   an   impressive   thunder   cloud   like   Jesus   at   the   
Transfiguration,   or   see   God   in   human   form   in   front   of   us.   Instead   it   might   be   an   
opportunity   that   comes   up   out   of   the   blue,   or   an   option   that   didn't   seem   attractive   before   
suddenly   resonating.   Perhaps   God   will   speak   through   our   own   hype   people   in   our   lives   
or   like   for   Jesus,   a   visit   from   those   who   have   gone   through   a   similar   experience.   
Perhaps   you'll   hear   God   whispering   to   you   while   praying   or   speaking   through   the   lyrics   
of   song.   No   matter   how   God   comes,   we   can   trust   that   God   is   present   with   us   and   is   our   
greatest   encourager   to   find   the   strength   to   keep   going   on   our   journey   and   not   give   up   or   
throw   in   the   towel.   In   a   year   like   this,   where   all   of   us   have   been   worn   down   and   worn   
thin   by   the   realities   of   the   pandemic   and   politics,   and   the   usual   personal   hurdles,   this   is   
a   particularly   poignant   message.   God   is   ready   to   be   with   us   through   low   moments   and   
moments   of   transition.   God   is   at   work   among   all   of   us   transforming   us   and   the   world   to   
bring   about   good   and   to   help   us   grow.   As   we   can   now   see   the   light   at   the   end   of   the   
tunnel   of   this   pandemic,   as   we   look   toward   walking   down   this   mountain   into   
post-pandemic   life,   let   us   celebrate   and   live   into   the   ways   we   have   been   transformed   
while   we   were   on   the   mountain   with   God.   A   bit   more   good   news,   unlike   the   Disciples   
who   had   to   keep   their   testimonies   to   themselves   of   what   they   experienced   on   the   
mountain,   we   are   now   long   past   the   resurrection,   and   so   we   get   to   share   the   ways   we   
have   experienced   Transfiguration   moments   with   God   openly   and   hopefully   happily.   Let   



  

us   use   this   special   day   as   a   reminder   in   a   year   like   this   to   look   for   the   ways   God   has   
come   along   side   us   and   transformed   us,   and   let   us   share   it   with   each   other   with   joy.     

  
  

Let   us   pray.     
As   they   were   coming   down   the   mountain,   Jesus   ordered   his   disciples   to   tell   no   one   

about   what   they   had   seen,   for   his   time   was   not   at   hand.   

How   can   we   keep   silent   when   we   have   seen   what   we   have   seen   and   heard   what   we   

have   heard?   Will   not   the   heavens   proclaim   it?   Will   not   the   earth   announce   such   news?   

Yes,   now   is   the   day   and   now   is   the   time,   for   Jesus   Christ   has   died   and   is   raised   in   glory.   

Shout   it   to   the   highest   mountain   and   announce   it   in   the   lowest   valley:   Jesus   Christ,   the   

glory   of   God,   the   Son   of   righteousness,   the   Prince   of   Peace,   is   here!   Amen.     


