
  

Scripture   &   Sermon   June   20,   2021   
Pastor   Kelsey   

1   Samuel   17:(1a,   4-11,   19-23),   32-49   
32   David   said   to   Saul,   “Let   no   one’s   heart   fail   because   of   him;   your   servant   will   go   and   
fight   with   this   Philistine.”   33   Saul   said   to   David,   “You   are   not   able   to   go   against   this   
Philistine   to   fight   with   him;   for   you   are   just   a   boy,   and   he   has   been   a   warrior   from   his   
youth.”   34   But   David   said   to   Saul,   “Your   servant   used   to   keep   sheep   for   his   father;   and   
whenever   a   lion   or   a   bear   came,   and   took   a   lamb   from   the   flock,   35   I   went   after   it   and   
struck   it   down,   rescuing   the   lamb   from   its   mouth;   and   if   it   turned   against   me,   I   would   
catch   it   by   the   jaw,   strike   it   down,   and   kill   it.   36   Your   servant   has   killed   both   lions   and   
bears;   and   this   uncircumcised   Philistine   shall   be   like   one   of   them,   since   he   has   defied   
the   armies   of   the   living   God.”   37   David   said,   “The   Lord,   who   saved   me   from   the   paw   of   
the   lion   and   from   the   paw   of   the   bear,   will   save   me   from   the   hand   of   this   Philistine.”   So   
Saul   said   to   David,   “Go,   and   may   the   Lord   be   with   you!”   
38   Saul   clothed   David   with   his   armor;   he   put   a   bronze   helmet   on   his   head   and   clothed   
him   with   a   coat   of   mail.   39   David   strapped   Saul’s   sword   over   the   armor,   and   he   tried   in   
vain   to   walk,   for   he   was   not   used   to   them.   Then   David   said   to   Saul,   “I   cannot   walk   with   
these;   for   I   am   not   used   to   them.”   So   David   removed   them.   40   Then   he   took   his   staff   in   
his   hand,   and   chose   five   smooth   stones   from   the   wadi,   and   put   them   in   his   shepherd’s   
bag,   in   the   pouch;   his   sling   was   in   his   hand,   and   he   drew   near   to   the   Philistine.   
41   The   Philistine   came   on   and   drew   near   to   David,   with   his   shield-bearer   in   front   of   him.   
42   When   the   Philistine   looked   and   saw   David,   he   disdained   him,   for   he   was   only   a   youth,   
ruddy   and   handsome   in   appearance.   43   The   Philistine   said   to   David,   “Am   I   a   dog,   that   
you   come   to   me   with   sticks?”   And   the   Philistine   cursed   David   by   his   gods.   44   The   
Philistine   said   to   David,   “Come   to   me,   and   I   will   give   your   flesh   to   the   birds   of   the   air   and   
to   the   wild   animals   of   the   field.”   45   But   David   said   to   the   Philistine,   “You   come   to   me   
with   sword   and   spear   and   javelin;   but   I   come   to   you   in   the   name   of   the   Lord   of   hosts,   the   
God   of   the   armies   of   Israel,   whom   you   have   defied.   46   This   very   day   the   Lord   will   deliver   
you   into   my   hand,   and   I   will   strike   you   down   and   cut   off   your   head;   and   I   will   give   the   
dead   bodies   of   the   Philistine   army   this   very   day   to   the   birds   of   the   air   and   to   the   wild   
animals   of   the   earth,   so   that   all   the   earth   may   know   that   there   is   a   God   in   Israel,   47   and   
that   all   this   assembly   may   know   that   the   Lord   does   not   save   by   sword   and   spear;   for   the   
battle   is   the   Lord’s   and   he   will   give   you   into   our   hand.”   

  



  

48   When   the   Philistine   drew   nearer   to   meet   David,   David   ran   quickly   toward   the   battle   
line   to   meet   the   Philistine.   49   David   put   his   hand   in   his   bag,   took   out   a   stone,   slung   it,   
and   struck   the   Philistine   on   his   forehead;   the   stone   sank   into   his   forehead,   and   he   fell   
face   down   on   the   ground.   
  
  

Prayer   &   Sermon   
  

God   of   love   and   grace,   
Thank   you   for   this   time   to   be   together.   Thank   you   for   this   time   with   you.   Bless   this   time   
we   have   to   spend   with   your   Word.   Help   us   to   hear   what   you   know   we   need   to   hear,   and   
help   us   to   put   what   we   learn   about   you   and   ourselves   into   action.   In   the   name   of   the   
Son   and   Spirit,   Amen.   
  

We   are   back   for   week   3   of   our   God   at   Work   series,   a   series   breezing   us   through   some   
of   the   highlights   of   1   &   2   Samuel   looking   at   how   God   is   at   work   with   grace,   love,   and   
mercy   through   some   of   the   classic   stories   of   the   history   of   Israel.   The   first   week   we   
talked   about   how   God   Responds   to   us,   listening   and   working   with   us   instead   of   treating   
us   like   puppets.   Last   week   we   reflected   on   how   God   Sees   through   the   story   of   God   
telling   Samuel   that   David   would   be   the   next   king,   that   God   sees   past   outward   
appearances   and   sees   instead   what   is   in   our   hearts.     

This   week   the   very   well   known   story   of   David   and   Goliath   reminds   us   of   how   God   leads.   
Perhaps   that   isn’t   the   take   away   that   you   would   have   expected   from   the   story   the   way   
we   all   know   it.   I   don’t   know   about   you   all,   but   I   know   that   my   main   understanding   of   that   
story   is   based   on   the   version   that   I   learned   in   Sunday   School   and   by   watching   Veggie   
Tales   instead   of   the   direct   text   in   the   Bible.   David   and   Goliath   is   a   classic   in   Sunday   
school,   the   image   of   David   against   the   giant   Goliath   is   painted   on   plenty   of   Sunday   
School   walls.   That   sn’t   a   bad   thing!!   This   story   is   pretty   gruesome   and   violent,   and   as   is   
it   is   not   very   child   friendly.   Despite   the   story   being   about   a   child!   The   basics   of   the   story   
that   we   all   know   aren’t   wrong,   but   we   can   handle   the   details   now   as   adults.   The   story   is   
pretty   long,   so   we   only   read   the   climax   of   the   story   this   morning.   So   let’s   remind   
ourselves   of   how   we   get   to   the   point   of   David   volunteering   himself   to   fight   Goliath.     

The   story   actually   begins   as   we   hear   about   the   Philistines   heading   off   to   battle   the   
Israelites.   There   are   a   few   location   names   that   mean   little   to   us   without   a   map   or   deeper   
understanding   of   the   area.   The   important   piece   of   the   location   is   that   these   names   tell   
us   that   this   is   happening   in   the   region   of   Israel/Palestine   that   was   called   the   Shephelah,   
this   area   is   a   series   of   valleys   and   ridges   that   run   from   the   coastal   plain   to   the   
mountains.   It   was   one   of   the   main   pathways   that   hostile   armies   would   travel   to   get   to   
the   mountains   and   threaten   the   big   ancient   Israelite   cities:   Jerusalem,   Bethlehem,   
Hebron.   So   that   is   what   the   Philistines   were   up   to,   they   were   headed   toward   Bethlehem   
to   overthrow   it.   This   was   quite   the   threat   as   the   Philistines   were   the   greatest   enemies   of   
the   Israelites.   So   it   was   a   good   thing   that   Saul   caught   wind   and   had   time   to   gather   his   

  



  

army   and   come   down   from   the   mountains   and   confront   the   Philistines   in   one   of   the   
valleys   of   the   Shephelah.   The   valley   is   between   them   and   the   Israelites   dig   in   on   one   
ridge   and   the   Philistines   on   the   other.   This   puts   them   at   a   stalemate.   Neither   side   wants   
to   make   the   first   move,   because   to   get   to   the   other   army   they   would   have   to   go   down   
their   ridge,   cross   the   valley   and   then   up   the   other   side.   This   would   leave   them   exposed   
and   in   danger   the   whole   way.   So   the   two   armies   are   dug   in   for   weeks,   neither   side   
taking   the   chance.     

Eventually,   seeing   no   end   in   sight   unless   they   try   a   different   tactic,   the   Philistines   break   
the   deadlock   by   sending   down   into   the   valley   their   mightiest   warrior.   That   warrior   goes   
to   the   valley   to   challenge   the   Israelites   to   send   their   mightiest   warrior   so   that   they   can   
engage   in   single   combat   and   resolve   the   issue   that   way.   This   was   a   common   practice   in   
war   back   then   as   a   way   to   settle   disputes   in   a   way   that   avoids   major   bloodshed   of   both   
armies.     

As   we   all   know,   this   mighty   warrior   was   Goliath,   he   is   described   as   much   taller   than   the   
rest.   What   that   height   is   in   our   current   measurement   systems   is   widely   disputed.   Some   
say   generally   over   8   feet,   some   have   said   9.5   feet,   and   some   say   6   foot   9.   On   top   of   his   
size,   he   is   covered   in   glittering   bronze   armor,   with   a   sword,   javelin,   and   spear.   He   well   
armed   defensively   and   offensively.   He   is   the   peak   of   terrifying   warrior.   So,   naturally,   no   
one   in   the   poor   Israelite   army   wants   to   be   the   one   to   fight   him.   None   of   them   think   they   
can   take   Goliath   in   single   combat.   So,   again,   the   armies   are   at   a   standstill   as   the   
Israelites   spin   their   wheels.   The   text   says   they   stalled   for   40   days.   Twice   daily,   Goliath   
comes   back   to   the   valley   and   smack   talks   his   opponents,   calling   for   them   to   fight   him.     

Meanwhile,   we   take   a   look   back   at   Jesse’s   family.   The   story   tells   us   that   of   the   8   sons,   
the   3   oldest   had   gone   to   fight   with   the   army.   The   rest   are   at   home,   though   David   is   
acting   as   an   errand   and   message   boy,   still   shepherding   his   father’s   flock   but   also   
running   to   the   front.   One   day,   Jesse   asks   David   to   run   to   the   front   and   bring   his   brothers   
and   their   commanders   some   food.   So   David   did   just   that.   When   he   got   there   he   
witnessed   Goliath’s   morning   challenge.   The   soldiers   skittered   away   once   again   and   
there   were   murmurs   that   whoever   did   go   fight   Goliath,   if   he   succeeded,   Saul   would   
reward   him   greatly.   The   sound   of   that   seemed   to   perk   David’s   interest   as   he   started   
asking   around   about   the   benefits.   Saul   heard   about   the   inquiring   boy   and   sent   for   him.   
David   then   offered   to   Saul   to   be   the   one   to   go   and   fight   Goliath.   Saul   basically   says,   
“Are   you   crazy???”   David   then   shares   that   his   offer   is   not   unfounded.   He   has   significant   
experience   with   fighting   lions   and   wolves   while   protecting   his   sheep.   David   claims   he   
can   do   the   same   with   this   warrior   that   threatens   God’s   flock   and   shares   the   line   that   
most   focus   on   as   the   message   of   this   story:   “The   LORD   who   saved   me   from   the   paw   of   
the   lion   and   from   the   paw   of   the   bear,   will   save   me   from   the   hand   of   this   Philistine.”   Saul   
sees   his   faith   and   blesses   him   to   go   ahead.     

This   is   where   the   bit   of   comedy   in   this   story.   Saul   can’t   send   David   against   Goliath   
without   protection,   so   he   gives   David   his   own   armor.   David   tries   it   on   and   quickly   
realized   that   it   wouldn’t   benefit   him   because   he   hasn’t   worn   it   before   and   is   not   
practiced   to   wear   it   in   combat.   Instead   David   collects   5   stones   into   his   bag   and   
approaches   Goliath   with   the   tools   he   is   used   to:   his   staff,   his   sling   and   some   stones.   
Goliath   laughs   in   his   face.   But   David   then   whips   his   sling   around   and   let’s   one   stone   fly   

  



  

and   BULLSEYE,   straight   between   the   eyes.   Goliath   goes   down.   David   then   uses   
Goliath’s   own   sword   to   cut   off   Goliath’s   head   and   carries   it   all   the   way   back   to   
Bethlehem.     

Now   this   last   part   is   the   part   we   are   most   familiar   with   and   it   is   such   a   popular   story   
because   we   see   this   as   a   miracle   underdog   success.   We   see   David   as   the   ultimate   
underdog:   young,   naive,   inexperienced   in   battle,   against   a   giant   experienced   warrior   
with   modern   weaponry,   and   all   he   had   was   a   sling.     

But   here's   the   thing.   He   isn't   quite   as   helpless   as   we   assume.   He's   a   shepherd.   He's   
spent   his   entire   career   using   a   sling   to   defend   his   flock   against   lions   and   bears   and   
wolves.   Using   a   sling   to   take   down   bigger   foes   is   where   his   strength   lies.   He   doesn't   
"just"   have   a   sling,   he   has   one   of   the   most   deadly   weapons   of   the   time!     

In   ancient   warfare,   there   were   three   kinds   of   warriors.   There's   cavalry.   The   heavy   
infantry,   which   are   armed   foot   soldiers   like   Goliath.   And   there's   the   artillery,   which   were   
archers   AND    slingers.   The   sling   was   a   leather   pouch   with   two   long   cords   attached   to   it,   
they   put   a   projectile   inside   the   pouch,   and   they   whirl   it   around   and   then   let   one   of   the   
cords   go,   and   that   sends   the   projectile   towards   its   target.   This   is   no   kiddie   slingshot.     

It's   an   incredibly   devastating   weapon.   The   slinger   could   spin   it   so   fast   that   the   rock   
could   go   up   to   around   35   meters   per   second.   For   context,   that's   substantially   faster   than   
a   baseball   thrown   by   even   the   finest   of   baseball   pitchers.   More   than   that,   the   stones   in   
the   Valley   of   Elah   were   barium   sulphate,   which   are   rocks   twice   the   density   of   normal   
stones   so   they   can   do   more   damage.   Someone   else   who   took   way   more   physics   
classes   than   I   did   was   able   to   calculate   the   ballistics,   and   the   stopping   power   of   the   rock   
fired   from   David's   sling   was   likely   roughly   equal   to   the   stopping   power   of   a   [.45   caliber]   
handgun.   This   is   no   tap   of   a   rock   to   the   head.   The   scripture   is   not   lying   when   it   says   the   
rock   pushed   into   Goliath's   forehead.     

It   is   also   not   so   miraculous   that   David   managed   to   hit   Goliath   in   the   vulnerable   spot   
between   his   eyes.   Historical   records   indicate   that   experienced   slingers   could   hit   and   
maim   or   even   kill   a   target   at   distances   of   up   to   200   yards.   When   David   lines   up   less   
than   200   yards   away   from   Goliath   and   fires   that   thing,   he   has   every   intention   and   every   
expectation   of   being   able   to   hit   Goliath   at   his   most   vulnerable   spot.     

So   here   he   is,   this   shepherd,   experienced   in   the   use   of   a   devastating   weapon,   up   
against   this   lumbering   giant   weighed   down   by   a   hundred   pounds   of   armor   and   these   
incredibly   heavy   weapons   that   are   useful   only   in   short-range   combat.   Goliath   is   a   sitting   
duck.   He   didn't   have   a   chance.     

So,   yes,   David   was   an   underdog   because   everyone   in   the   army   doubted   him   and   no   
one   expected   for   a   young   boy   to   be   the   one   to   succeed   against   this   giant   warrior.   He   
was   an   underdog   because   he   was   part   of   the   greater   Israelite   army   that   were   the   
underdogs   against   the   Philistines   if   it   came   to   battle   and   they   were   the   ones   that   had   
everything   to   lose.   If   the   Israelites   lost   this   battle,   it   is   unlikely   we   would   know   the   
Israelites   as   we   do   today.   But,   David   was   not   completely   helpless   and   his   success   was   
not   due   to   the   external   help   of   God.   He   didn’t   wait   around   for   Goliath   to   be   struck   by   

  



  

lightning   or   for   a   pit   to   open   up   below   him.   David   was   using   his   skills   from   another   part   
of   his   life,   he   used   the   tools   he   had   with   him   and   trusted   in   what   he   knew   he   was   good   
at   and   followed   what   he   knew   God   would   want   him   to   do.   David   was   using   what   God   
had   given   him,   his   gifts   and   experiences   that   God   led   him   toward   throughout   his   life   and   
trusted   in   the   uniqueness   that   God   had   already   blessed   him   for.   He   has   faith   that   just   as   
God   was   with   him   as   he   faced   the   scary   beasts   in   his   fields,   that   God   would   be   with   him   
against   Goliath.   He   has   faith   that   God   will   work   with   him   because   he   is   on   God’s   side.   
We   don’t   hear   this   directly   in   the   narrative,   as   it   is   not   told   from   David’s   perspective,   but   
I   imagine   that   David’s   confidence   is   rooted   in   feeling   God’s   tug   toward   taking   the   daring   
leap   to   be   the   one   to   take   on   Goliath.   God   knew   that   the   way   the   Israelites   were   not   
going   to   be   able   to   beat   Goliath   in   hand   to   hand   combat,   so   they   had   to   shake   up   the   
norm.   As   Goliath   kept   calling   for   a   challenger,   he   expected   another   infantry   soldier,   
another   close   range   fighter,   but   in   strolled   David   who   didn’t   need   to   come   close   to   win   
the   fight.     

This   story   of   David   and   Goliath   is   not   a   miracle   story   but   the   power   of   staying   true   to   the   
callings   and   gifts   that   God   has   led   us   to.   God   gave   David   the   heart   and   commitment   to   
shepherding   that   helped   him   develop   his   skill   in   slinging.   God   fed   the   bravery   in   David   
that   helped   him   take   on   Lions   and   Bears.   Though   few   knew   it   at   that   point,   the   Spirit   of   
God   had   been   with   David   from   when   Samuel   had   anointed   him.   The   Spirit   had   been   
leading   David   toward   continuing   to   grow   and   strengthen   those   traits   of   his   heart   that   
God   had   seen   from   the   beginning.   God   led   David   to   speak   up   and   stand   up   to   be   the   
one   Israelite   willing   to   take   on   Goliath.     

God   does   the   same   for   us.   God   leads   us   throughout   our   lives   to   bring   us   on   our   own   
paths   that   make   us   who   we   are.   God   leads   us   through   the   easy   and   hard   times   to   help   
us   develop   gifts   and   skills   that   give   us   a   unique   way   to   interact   with   the   world.   God   
leads   us   to   situations   where   we   can   put   those   gifts   and   skills   to   use   to   lift   up   the   
Kingdom   of   God.   God   leads   us   to   adapt   whatever   situation   we   find   ourselves   in   so   our   
gifts   and   skills   can   get   us   through.   God   leads   us   through   seemingly   impossible   
situations,   not   by   external   miracles,   but   by   helping   us   discover   what   is   already   within   us   
to   make   it   possible.   What   gifts   and   skills   do   you   know   you   have?   Have   you   been   in   a   
situation   where   those   came   in   handy   in   an   unexpected   way?   

My   biggest   example   is   my   call   to   ministry.   I   always   wanted   to   be   a   teacher   or   go   into   
psychology.   I   valued   being   the   listening   ear   and   shoulder   to   lean   on   for   my   friends.   I   
love   sharing   the   things   I   learn   about   with   others.   But   I   never   thought   about   going   into   
ministry   until   I   heard   God’s   call,   “You   could   do   this!”   and   I   said,   “No   way!”   But   the   more   I   
reflected   and   thought   about   it,   the   more   I   discerned   if   that   was   the   path   for   me,   the   more   
I   saw   how   the   pieces   of   those   things   that   I   always   loved   and   was   gifted   and   skilled   in   fit  
together   so   perfectly   within   the   role   of   pastor.   And   that   has   been   true!   Things   that   I   
never   would   have   thought   would   come   in   handy   from   those   areas   of   my   life   have   been   
the   exact   thing   I   need   so   many   times   once   I   started   doing   ministry.   I   am   thankful   for   the   
ways   that   God   can   use   and   has   used   the   unique   collection   of   my   gifts   and   skills   to   build   
up   the   Kingdom   of   God.   So,   I   hope   that   we   all   have   some   kind   of   example   of   the   gifts   
and   skills   that   God   has   planted   and   grown   in   each   of   us.   And   if   one   doesn’t   come   to   
mind   immediately,   keep   your   eyes   and   heart   open   to   see   the   next   time   your   gifts   and   

  



  

skills   are   uniquely   suited   for   a   situation.   And   if   you   haven’t   seen   it   in   some   big   way   yet,   
that’s   okay!   God   is   always   at   work   and   your   moment   can   still   come.   Maybe   it   won’t   be   
some   big   moment,   but   is   a   collection   of   smaller   moments.     

May   we   all   appreciate   the   gifts   and   skills   we   have   and   trust   that   God   has   planted   the   
seeds   of   them   in   us   on   purpose.   May   we   listen   for   God’s   nudging   lead   for   ways   that   we   
can   creatively   put   them   to   use.   May   we   have   faith   when   we   feel   that   nudge   or   hear   that   
soft   still   voice   to   follow   through   and   do   it.   When   we   do,   we   can   get   through   those   
seemingly   impossible   situations;   we,   too,   can   take   down   the   Goliaths   in   our   path.   Maybe   
not   real   giants,   but   there   are   plenty   of   other   obstacles   that   seem   like   giants   in   our   lives.   
May   we   trust   that   God   is   and   will   get   us   through   and   that   we   are   beautifully   and   
wonderfully   made   to   face   those   head   on   like   David.     

  

Let   us   pray.     

Lord   of   wind   and   water,   of   calmness   and   peace,   be   with   us   this   day.   Calm   our   fears   as   
we   face   uncertain   futures.   Help   us   to   relinquish   control   and   to   place   our   trust   totally   in   
you.   Remind   us   to   continue   to   faithfully   work   for   good,   with   gratitude   for   the   many   
blessings   you   have   poured   upon   us.   When   the   waves   and   torrents   threaten   us,   when   
the   giants   loom   ahead,   let   us   again   turn   to   you,   remembering   your   saving   mercies   and   
love.   Give   us   courage   to   become   disciples   who   can   calm   the   seas   of   doubt   and   anger,   
bringing   hope   and   peace.   We   thank   you   for   the   many   ways   in   which   you   lead   us.   For   all   
the   goodness   and   grace   you   have   poured   on   us,   we   offer   prayers   of   gratitude   and   love,   
as   we   ask   these   things   in   Jesus’   Name.   AMEN.   

  


